[Analysis of 5-year survival among breast cancer patients with malignant pleural effusion receiving intrapleural OK-432 followed by adoptive transfer with cultured effusion lymphocytes].
Since 1984, we have had 151 breast cancer patients with cytologically-confirmed malignant pleural effusions by local transfer of autologous effusion lymphocytes cultured with a conditioned medium containing T-cell growth factor after intrapleural preadministration of a streptococcal preparation, OK-432. Among the 81 patients given this therapy more than 5 years ago, 12 patients have survived 5 or more years, and 4 of these 12 have survived 10 (<) years. Patients surviving 5 (<) years had longer (32-204 months) disease-free periods, except for one patient with stage IV disease. Estrogen receptor was positive in 5 patients, negative in 1 patient, and unknown in 6 patients. Moreover, preceding or concomitant metastases in these patients were not life-threatening (6 chest-wall, 2 lymph-node, 4 lung, 3 bone metastases). In conclusion, effective therapy (effusion disappeared in all patients) and good control of concomitant metastases resulted in long-term survival of patients who had intrinsically better prognostic factors.